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Mackay Musical Comedy Players Audition Pack 

The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee 
Brief History 

MMCP was founded in 1965 and staged their first production The Boyfriend that same year.  From 
humble beginnings, MMCP have staged numerous musicals over the years such as Wizard of Oz, Rock 
of Ages, Jesus Christ Superstar, Guys & Dolls, Les Misérables, Oliver, Annie, Singing’ In The Rain, 
Sweeney Todd, The Secret Garden, Bonnie and Clyde, Grease and Hairspray (while it would be nice to 
list them all, there have been far too many shows). MMCP built its permanent residence on Lamb Street 
in 1978. MMCP plans to continue its fine tradition of producing quality music theatre for many years 
to come. 

We are committed to securing performers and participants in the production who will be engaged and 
committed at all times, and actively demonstrate their dedication to the production as a whole. 
Performers who will succeed in this production will demonstrate only the highest contribution to 
joining a team, who will endeavor to make this experience memorable as a quality production for both 
the company, and the region. 

Contact the Producer if required on: 0439953914 

                                  Postal Address: Street Address: 

Mackay Musical Comedy Players Jack Sturgeon Workshop 
PO Box 95 44 Lamb Street 
Mackay QLD  4740 Mackay QLD 4740 

            Website: www.mackaymusicalcomedyplayers.com 

Director: Jay Shipston-Fife  

Assistant Director / Choreographer: Kyra Geoghegan 

Vocal Coach: Sarah Rozekrans 

Producer: Megan Geoghegan  

Costumier: Tonia Beckmann 

Props Co-Ordinator: Sandy Conroy  

Audition Details: 
All roles in The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee are available for audition, all roles in MMCP 
shows are open. No roles have been precast and we encourage everyone if they are interested in a role to 
audition. All cast members for The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee will be required to audition. 
 

Audition Times: Friday 24th July  

Each Lead Role will be required to book a private audition timeslot. During this time, each candidate 
will be required to sing a song and possibly cold read. If you are unable to attend at these times 
alternative arrangements may be made if possible. Please contact the producer, Megan Geoghegan, 
on 0439953914. Lead Role Auditions will be booked in 10-minute time-slots via our online Eventbrite 
booking system. Book here: https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/the-25th-annual-putnam-county-
spelling-bee-auditions-tickets-113298298260 

Audition Location: 

All auditions will be held at The MMCP Jack Sturgeon Workshop (The Shed): 

44 Lamb Street, South Mackay 

 



MMCP Audition Pack The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee  

 
Page 2 of 15 

 

 

Audition Preparation for LEAD Roles 

1. Auditionees for LEAD ROLES must be 18 years of age by the time rehearsals commence at the 
end of July 2020, as all parts are adult roles. 

2. Book an audition time slot via our online booking system. Please note that if there is a high 
demand for solo slots, your timeslot may be reduced to accommodate all auditionees within our 
time frames. We ask you to please arrive early (10 minutes) and be warmed up and ready to 
perform. Only book one time slot, even if you are auditioning for many roles.  

3. At this stage there will be no call backs for roles. Please note the directing team will advise if 
this situation changes during the process.  

4. Ensure that you have filled in your audition form and photo consent form and bring them on 
the audition day. 

THERE WIILL BE NO ENSEMBLE AUDTIONS FOR THIS PRODUCTION  

 

Audition Day Procedures – PLEASE FOLLOW SOCIAL DISTANCING RULES AT ALL TIMES  

What to bring: 

• Audition Application Form 

• Photo Release Form 

• Plenty of water 

• Covered shoes 

What to wear: 

• Please wear covered in shoes - NO bare feet, thongs or sandals 

• Please wear appropriate clothes for movement.  

Things to be aware of: 

THERE WILL BE COVID SAFE PAPERWORK TO FILL OUT BEFORE EACH AUDITION 

• The directors will conduct the auditions. Please be aware that other individuals including 
assistants may be present at some stages of the process. 

• For all Lead Role Auditions, please arrive at least 10 minutes before your audition time. This 
allows time to calm your nerves, familiarize yourself with the surroundings and for us to ensure that 
you have arrived and are ready for your slot. Please allow at least another 10 minutes after your slot in 
case we require more time with you. 

• You will be photographed and may be videoed at the audition, and during the process of the 
show. We require a consent form before we are able to audition you. 

Audition Process: 

• All Lead Role Auditions will be closed. For Lead Role Auditions, Parents/Partners/Teachers/Friends 
will have to wait outside while the audition is in process as we wish to give you the best opportunity to 
perform without distraction. 

• The director will conduct the audition. You will be expected to sing a song and you may be 
required to do a reading from the script and/or movement. (Any dialogue required will be provided on 
the day). 

• During these auditions, ALL auditionees will be asked to participate in some basic choreography. 
There is no need to prepare anything for this part of the audition as this will be taught on the day. 

 

Casting Notifications 

The cast will be announced on the Mackay Musical Comedy Players Facebook page Sunday 26th.  
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Show Summary: 

Winner of the Tony and the Drama Desk Awards for Best Book, The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling 
Bee has charmed audiences across the country with its effortless wit and humor. Featuring a fast-paced, 
wildly funny and touching book by Rachel Sheinkin and a truly fresh and vibrant score by William Finn, 
this bee is one unforgettable experience. 

 

An eclectic group of six mid-pubescents vie for the spelling championship of a lifetime. While candidly 
disclosing hilarious and touching stories from their home lives, the tweens spell their way through a 
series of (potentially made-up) words, hoping never to hear the soul-crushing, pout-inducing, life un-
affirming "ding" of the bell that signals a spelling mistake. Six spellers enter; one speller leaves! At least 
the losers get a juice box. 

 

Role Descriptions: (All roles are 18+) 

 

Role  Vocal 
Range  

Description  

Rona Lisa Peretti:  

Female  

B3-F5 The number-one realtor in Putnam County, a former 
Putnam County Spelling Bee Champion herself, and 
the returning moderator. She is a sweet woman who 
loves children, but she can be very stern when it comes 
to dealing with Vice Principal Panch and his feelings for 
her. Her interest in the competition is unflagging and 
drives it forward. 

Vice Principal Panch:  

Male  

Minimal 
Singing 

The Vice Principal. Frustrated with his life, he finds the 
drive of the young speller’s alien to him. After five 
years' absence from the Bee, Panch returns as judge. 
There was an "incident" at the Twentieth Annual Bee, 
but he claims to be in "a better place" now, thanks to 
a high-fiber diet and Jungian analysis. He is infatuated 
with Rona Lisa Peretti, but she does not return his 
affections. 

Mitch/Michelle Mahoney: 

Male or Female  

G3/E4-
B5. 

The Official Comfort Counselor. An ex-convict, 
Mitch/Michelle is performing his/her community 
service with the Bee, and hands out juice boxes to 
losing students. He/she has no idea how to offer 
comfort but does find himself wishing he could find a 
way to make the kids feel better. 

Olive Ostrovsky:  

Female  

B3-F5. A young newcomer to competitive spelling. Her 
mother is in an ashram in India, and her father is 
working late, as usual, but he is trying to come 
sometime during the bee. Having found comfort in its 
words and vastness, Olive made friends with her 
dictionary at a very young age, helping her to make it 
to the competition. She starts enormously shy, and 
shyly blossoms. 
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Marcy Park:  

Female  

C4-E5. The ultimate over-achiever, Marcy has never been 
given another option. She comes from a family where 
excellence is expected and so simply produced. A 
parochial school student, she assumes God, too, 
expects perfection. She sees herself as a mass of 
problems but she keeps them to herself. Having 
moved often because of her parents' work, she knows 
she can beat the local competition. Her many talents 
include piano, dance, martial arts, baton twirling, 
and/or whatever special gifts you can find in your 
casting pool. 

William Barfee:  

Male 

E2-B5. A Putnam County Spelling Bee finalist last year, he was 
eliminated because of an allergic reaction to peanuts 
and is back for vindication. His famous "Magic Foot" 
method of spelling has boosted him to spelling glory, 
even though he only has one working nostril and a 
touchy, bullying personality. He develops a crush on 
Olive. 

Leaf Coneybear: Male/ Female 
or Gender neutral  

G3/A3-
A5. 

The second runner-up in his district, Leaf gets into the 
competition on a lark and finds everything about the 
bee incredibly amusing. Him/Her/Them is home-
schooled and comes from a large family of former 
hippies. He/She/They has severe Attention Deficit 
Disorder and spells words correctly while in a trance. 

Logainne 
Schwartzandgrubeniere 
(Schwartzy):  

Female  

A3-F5. Logainne is the youngest and most politically aware 
speller, often making comments about current 
political figures. She is driven by internal and external 
pressure, but above all by a desire to win to make her 
two fathers proud. She is somewhat of a neat freak, 
speaks with a lisp, and will be back next year. 

Chip Tolentino:  

Male   

C3-B5. An athletic, social, boy scout and champion of the 
Twenty-Fourth Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, 
he returns to defend his title, but he finds puberty 
hitting at an inopportune moment. 

Olive’s Mum & Dad 

Schwarzy’s Dad Dan & Dad Carl 

& Other smaller roles. 

 These roles can be played by the lead cast, but at the 
directing team’s discretion may be offered as a stand-
alone role.  

 
 

What to prepare: All lead roles need to prepare and present a song of choice either from 
the show, or in a similar style to the show. Please be aware the directing team may not 
need to hear the whole song. Choose a song that showcases your vocal range.  
Please bring your backing music on a phone, computer or USB.  
NO backing tracks will be provided.
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Rehearsal Timeline 

• Rehearsals will commence Wednesday 29th July.  The first rehearsal date will be an all of cast 
rehearsal. Everyone involved must attend this rehearsal.  

• All cast should be prepared to have their program photo taken, organise membership forms, 
discuss costume requirements and have a short Biography ready for submission.  

 

• All cast will not necessarily be required at every rehearsal. 
 

• Rehearsals are generally held every Wednesday evening between 7pm - 9.30pm, and Sunday 
afternoons from 2pm – 6pm up until Performance dates. Rehearsal times may vary.  

 

• PLEASE ENSURE YOUR AVAILABILITY FOR THESE DAYS/TIMES BEFORE AUDITIONING. 
 

                Rehearsal & Production Expectations 

25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, like any major musical is a complicated logistical process. 
To make preparation easier and rehearsals flow, we expect that people attend all rehearsals that 
they are called for. A rehearsal schedule will be provided.  A Facebook rehearsal group will be 
created and used to communicate with cast, including updating schedule changes, costume calls 
etc.  Please advise us if you are not on Facebook. 

 
Rehearsal attendance is compulsory whenever called. We understand that there may be times when 
this is not possible due to other very important commitments – such as weddings, 60th birthday 
parties and the like.  A timeline will be provided early in the rehearsal process and if you are going 
to be unavailable for any of those rehearsals then please notify the producer, Megan Geoghegan on 
her phone (0439953914) in advance, so we can plan around it. 

The rehearsal venue for Mackay Musical Comedy Players, the Jack Sturgeon Theatre Workshop has 
limited space and resources for people to wait for their children/friends/partners that are part of 
the cast. To this end we request that all the above-mentioned people do not come to rehearsals and 
either return to pick people up or make other arrangements. 

 
We would love for your friends and families to be involved in the offstage aspects of production. In 
2012, Mackay Musical Comedy Players launched our “Just One Thing” campaign. We hope to build 
on this success and in 2019, we would love all of The Players’ families to have a chance to be involved 
in our group. Volunteering with The Players is a great way to meet people and make friends and 
experience all aspects of the theatre. This year we are asking every family to nominate to do “just 
one thing” throughout the production period. There are many jobs that are required such as set 
construction, costume creation, backstage assistance, prop making, delivering flyers, cooking BBQs 
etc.  More information will be provided in your Membership paperwork. 
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Membership 

As part of the 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee cast, you must become a financial member 
of Mackay Musical Comedy Players. You have 4 weeks from the first rehearsal in July to pay these 
costs; otherwise your position may be forfeited in the cast. 
Membership runs from 1 January to 31 December and is paid annually. Current members need not 
re-new membership for this production. 
 
Volunteers who assist with sets, costumes, painting, publicity, props, backstage crew etc. are not 
required to be current financial members of MMCP. 
 
 
 

Other Significant Dates 
 

• Video and promotional photo shoots will be part of the dates on the rehearsal schedule and 
you may be required for these. 
 

• Bump in (when we move into the MECC) will be on Wednesday  30th September. Please mark 
this in your diary as assistance on this date will be required. You will be notified in advance 
about this.  
 

• The week starting Sunday 27th of September will be show week. There will be a full-dress 
rehearsal at the MECC on Thursday 1st October 2020. 

 

• Shows are Friday 2nd of October 8:00pm, Saturday 3rd of October 2:00pm and 8:00pm.  
 
Compulsory attendance is required for all cast on these dates. If you are not going to be available for 
any of these dates, we will not be able to make a part available in the show for you. 
 

AT ALL TIMES COVID SAFE PRACTICES WILL BE IN PLACE – PLEASE FOLLOW ALL INSTRUCTIONS 
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• P.O. Box 95, Mackay Q 4740 

• AUDITION APPLICATION 
 

CAST POSITION IN WHICH YOU ARE INTERESTED: 
(Be specific – Do not write ALL/ANY) 

 

NAME: 
 

DATE OF BIRTH: 
(if Under 18) 

 

ADDRESS: 
 

SCHOOL CURRENTLY 
ATTENDED (if applic): 

 

HOME PHONE: WORK PHONE: MOBILE PHONE: 

   

EMAIL ADDRESS: 
 

TRAINING UNDERTAKEN:  (Please tick or cross relevant sections) 

DANCE: Ballet  Tap  Jazz  Modern  Ballroom  National  

TEACHER / STUDIO: 
 

VOICE: Soprano  Mezzo  Alto  Tenor  Baritone  Bass  

TEACHER / STUDIO: 
 

 
 
 

PREVIOUS THEATRE / 
ACTING / DANCING 
ETC EXPERIENCE: 

 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN ASSISTING OFFSTAGE? 
(Set Construction / Painting / Lighting / Make-up / Set 

Transport / Other) 

 

EXPERIENCE IN THESE 
AREAS / OTHER 
INFORMATION: 

 

IF CAST IN THIS PRODUCTION, IT WILL BE A REQUIREMENT THAT YOU 
BECOME A MEMBER OF MACKAY MUSICAL COMEDY PLAYERS INC. 

AUDITION 

   NO:     
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MACKAY MUSICAL COMEDY PLAYERS 
 

PHOTO/VIDEO/IMAGE RELEASE FORM 

 
I,  , hereby consent to 
photographs/images 

                                        (Name of Member) 
 
and/or video footage of me………………………………………………. being 

(Name of Member) 

 
taken during auditions, rehearsals, or performances throughout the period of 

financial membership this year by official show photographer(s) / video camera 

operator(s), appointed by the Management Committee of the Mackay Musical 

Comedy Players, or by the Publicity Officer of the Mackay Musical Comedy Players. 

 
I consent to such photographs/images and/or video footage being reproduced for 

the following purposes: 

 

• to publicise the club in the media (including display on the club’s website and 

other electronic media) , 

• to be included in programmes for the production, 

• to be retained for archival records of the Mackay Musical Comedy Players 

(including display on the club’s website), 

• to enable copies to be made available to other members of Mackay Musical 

Comedy Players as mementos of the production. 

 
 
I do not consent to any unauthorised use of photographs/images and/or video 

footage of me or my child. 

 

Name:_______________________________ Signature:______________________
  
Date: _______________________________ 

  
                   


